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PARASHAS TERUMAH

L HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Speak to the Children of Israel and let them take for Me s
a portion, from every man whose heart motivates him you shall take My portion.
3 This is the portion that you shall take from them: gold, silver, and copper; * and turquoise,

llo
8. wipn % 1vyy — They shall make a Sanctuary for Me. The
Sanctuary was to be a structure dedicated to God's service

(Rashi). Elegant synagogues are meaningless unless they
are built for the sake of God.

purple, and scarlet wool; linen and goat hair; 5 red-dyed ram skins, tachash skins, acacia wood;

6 oil for illumination, spices for the anointment oil and the aromatic incense; 7 shoham stones

and stones for the settings, for the Ephod and the Breastplate.

(LéjThey shall make a Sanctuary for Me — so that | may dwell among them — ? like eue‘rygf}ipg |

that I show you, the form of the Tabernacle and the form of all its vessels; and so shall you do.

[330] DORASH DOVID

A

'This pasuk concludes, “and Twill dwell among them.” Since the subject of the pas:

is the Mikdash or Mishkan, it seems it would have beenmore correct to state, “I v,

dwell in it” What is the significance of the shift in this-pasuk’ subject to the pluzs

form, and to what does the word “them” refer?
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How is the Beis HaMikdash in Heaven built? How can we take
part in this vital endeavor, to hasten its construction, and bring the
world to its ultimate perfection?

Y Each vessel of the Beis HaMikdash corresponds to a certain task

" in the service of Hashem. Although the physical Beis HaMikdash
and its vessels have been destroyed, the spiritual task that each
vgssel represented can still be achieved. When we apply ourselves
<o that task, we create the spiritual essence of that vessel Above.

The three most crucial vessels, around which every service of
the Beis HaMikdash revolved, were the Menorah, Shulchan (Table),

s~\and Mizbei'ach (Altar). Each one signified a different aspect of our
service of Hashem.

What was the task of the Menorah? The Gemara states that if
a _person desires wisdom, he should face slightly southward as he

- davens, just as the Menorah was located on the southern wall of the
- Beis HaMikdash.*™® Similarly, the Bnei Yissaschar writes that recit-
ing the Torah portion describing the Menorah is a potent segulah

® for understanding the Torah.>”* Furthermore, our Sages tell us that
the reward for diligently lighting the Chanukah Menorah is to be
blessed with Torah scholars for sons.?2 All this seems to indicate
that the Menorah’s task was to spread the light of Torah. The
Menorah shed spiritual light in the world, just as it shed physical
light in the Beis HaMikdash.>">
»: Rhe Mizbei'ach corresponds to prayer. The daily prayer ser-
“gice was enacted in place of the Korban Tamid offerings that were
krought on the Mizbei'ach in the morning and afternoon, and the,
~remainder of its meat that was burned on the Mizbei'ach at night.>
Accordingly, the Prophet enjoined us, prnoty omp mobwn — “let
[the words of] our lips serve in place of the cow offerings.”" The
world stands on the merit of Torah, Avodah (service), and Acts of
Kindness.*”s Rabbeinu Yonah explains that Avodah refers to offer-
ing of sacrifices while the Beis HaMikdash stood, or prayer now
that the Beis HaMikdash has been destroyed, Prayer is considered
Zthe Avodah of the heart.??”

If the Menorah and Mizbei'ach corresponded to the first two
pillars of the world, Torah and Avodan, it stands to reason that the
‘Shulchan corresponds to the third pillar: Acts of Kindness. In the .,

fjewish home, this takes the form of food served on the table to |

hungry duests. Yet, in a broader sense, it refers to all forms of kind- /

ness and giving.
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Rav Elchanan Wasserman writes of a conversation he once ;
had with the Belzer Rebbe when they were both in Marienbad.
They spoke about the well-known entreaty of Moshe Rabbeinu =
that begins, “Va'eschanan el Hashem ...” The numerical value of

the word va’eschanan is 515, alluding to the 515 tefillos that Moshe

BE W B 937 % % wh owTe mIMm

davened. Now, what is so significant about the number 5157 ed o5 vh i ,D“5P
. The Belzer Rebbe offered a brilliant insight. He mentioned a VR DD 75 OERd TR DEITD
Midrash that states that the Aibeshter came down with his mach- \, o SLW) Yt yanh o BP0 DDS')}’g
' aneh, His camp, as it were, and “built” the first wall of the Beis {' gh 191 B 1093 20E W1 o Bh”
, HaMikdash. The gematria of MY, machaneh, is 103, After the Rib- \ /ova’rmn bo D33 DEBY B D ,”]Dbﬁf?
bono Shel Olam “paved the way,” Avraham came and “built” the NP3 DY DB D ODPDY Do
segond wall. He referred.to the site of the Beis HaMikdash as a . wo 3o by BEPY B
hgr, mountain. The gematria of "1, har, is 206 (including the kol- (73 DIE WP 200 DY) < oy
lel, the word itself). This is twice the value of the word machaneh. WE 47D OYD N oW on p7op ohy
Yitzchak followed his father’s examptle. He “built” the third wall. 750 0D MY M DU bR P
He called that place a sadeh, field. The numerical value of the word W3 D PIT BB TP )\ I oL o)
T, sadeh, is 309 — three times the value of machaneh. Yaak?v mpnm mmne SPE 3y
Ayinu followed suit and “built” the fourth wall. He called it a bayis,
house. And yes, remarkably, the numerical value of M3, bayis, is
412, or four times the word machaneh.
~34, The Belzer Rebbe then turned to Rav Elchanan and explained, )
“Moshe Rabbeinu’s tefillah is in the form of va’eschanan, because, » - “E'W’/\ NS ’ . 4
amazingly, Moshe completes the Beis HaMikdash with his build-
ding of the roof; he is the last piece of the puzzle. Astoundingly, the 12¥Y BINA - Adnndd w'.rrmn
gematria of INKX), va’eschanan is 515, or five times the amount Y VIPRM WIpn Pay 9 ORT 9D M0 DN nnoan Ponn k=
of machaneh!” JETRN ¥ L7720 MY
In order for us to “build” a Beis HaMikdash each time we daven,
itkiski;tcumbent upon us to call on the lives, deeds, and sacrifices DNNNNN MRNPN L DUYHYN MRTYN WTPR N2 VYW DIV 10D Y
ofiour Avos. It is their example that we must always try to emulate, BIRD 00 WTPNR 172 AR M PR
for it was their actions that bu.ilt the Iewish F)e,!onle. Ar‘\d it w'as UMY 13 03 PYSI DNY 919 INYAN DYPR YD 1wy VI oRY”
they, as the Belzer Rebbe explained, who “built” the Beis HaMzk-l_ \- N IR 001 5N 55 559 5B Sy AP TN AN IR oY
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The classic commentators all address these questions, and each of them interprets
these pesukim in a way that is different from their simple translation, C menting

on the word “li - for Me” that appears in both these pesukim, Rashi interprets ther
as “for My sake” Onkelos chooses to translate this word simply as “to Me” in bo:

instances where it appears, whereas the Targum Yonasan translates it differently eac:

> ’gt time it appears, In the first pasuk it is translated, “They must take a donation fo Me;’
whereas in the second pasuk it is translated, “They must make a Sanctuary for My sake?
Why does Targum Yonasan translate these same words in two different ways, and not
consistently, as either Rashi or Onkelos translates them?

Tn order to resolve all of these questions it is impprtant to note that the simple
meaning of the word “Ii” is “to Me.” as Onkelos translates it. That explains why Targum
Yonasan also translates it as “to Me™in the first pasuk. We suggest that he questioned

| the reappearance of this word in the second pasuk. Since the donations called for in the
first pasuk were earmarked for the construction of the Mishkan and were to be given
“to Me,” it is obvious that the Mishkan was to be constructed for that purpose, and
there would be no need to repeat the word “I;” again; The fact that it does repeat the
word indicates a new intention and not the same meaning as it had in the first pasuk.
What purpose does the word “li”

Ii” serve in the second pasuk? ‘The Torah could have
stated, “Make a sanctuary” without including the word “i2 Therefore, Targum Yonasan
4

# v translates the second “li” as “for My sake;” meaning that the act of constructing the

&' Mishkan must be performed with the intent that it be for Hashenn's sake,
Having established this, we can postulate that Rashi, too, interpreted the pesukim
just as Targum Yonasan did, but he took his interpretation a step further. Once we
. know that the second “li” means “for My sake,” we must go back and reinterpret the
~~ first “li” to mean “for My sake” as well. 'This leaves us with only the translations of
Onkelos to understand, In light of our explanation, we must ask: Why did he render

the word “l” in both pesukirm as simply “to Me”?

-

Ei\\i The Minor Sanctuary

Let us consider a novel explanation of the approach of Targum Onkelos: Perhaps he
understood the second pasuk—“They must make a Sanctuary for Me”—as referring to
*‘k‘something other than the Mishkan or the Beis Hamikdash. The construction of those
Sanctuaries was addressed in the earlier pesukim. This pasuk, then, is concerned with
the establishment of additional sanctuaries, besides the Mishkan and Beis Hamikdash,

- sanctuaries that would function as bases for the Shechingh even during periods when )
there is no Mishkan or Beis Hamikdash. The word “mikdasi® can refer to shuls and
batei medrash, just as Chazal (Megillah 29a) interpreted the pesukim (Yechezkel 11:16),
“I will be a minor sanctuary in the lands to which they have come” and (Tehillim
90:1), “Hashem, You have been a home for us in every generation,” as referring to the
shuls and batei medrash in Bavel and elsewhere.? It is for this reason that the pasuk

e

—————

commands us to build a mikdash, not a mishkan. The word “mikdash” refers to shuls,

\?3 while the word “mishkan” does not. . _° |
Synagogues and batei medrash maintain the Presence of the Shechinah among us

while we are in exile and lack the Beis Hamikdash,! as explained in Sefer Habatim
(lﬁt Beis Hamikdash, ch. 8). Therefore, they carry the title of “minor sanctuary’ In
Sefer Toras Haminchah (Parshas Pikudei, essay #34) it is explained that the “permanent
address” of the Shechinah is the Beis Hamikdash, even after the building itself is
v-destroyed. As Chazal testify (Shemos Rabbah 2:2), “The Shechinah has never budged™|

\ from the Western Wall” Nevertheless, the light of the Shechinah stretches from there ||
to all the shuls and batei medrash in the world.® The sanctity pervading these edifices |
"\ comes from one central source—the Shechinah in the Beis Hamikdash, .
When the third Beis Hamikdash will be built (may it happen in our times), it-will
include the sanctity of every synagogue and beis medrash that has existed throughouf
our long exile. Dovid Hamelech proclaimed (Tehillim 122:1-3), “I was gladdened
when they told me, ‘Let us go to the House of Hashem. Our feet stood in your gate.s,

O Yerushalayim, the fully built Yerushalayim, like a city whose [parts] fit together iz
harmony?” These pesukim tell us that as Dovid Hamelech walked to a shul he was filled
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This explains why Onkelos explains the pasuk, “They must make a Sanctuary for

e—10i;” by translating the second “” just as he translated the first “4” as “to Me” In

§ way he emphasizes that not only are the Mishkan and Beis Hamikdash designated

JHashem,” to the exclusion of anyone else, but also the “minor sanctuaries,” the shuls

1 batei medrash, provide a similar home for sanctity, The fact that the shuls.and.batei
* drash are alluded to in the Torah is what gives them.'thgir_ ability to endure,®

This, then, is the meaning of the pasuk, “I will dwell among them” in the plural
form. Since the word “mikdash” in this pasuk refers to the “minor sanctuaries’—the
shuls and batei medrash—it refers to a multitude of structures.” As long as we fulfill the-
condition of constructing it “to Me;” for Hashem's sake, we will merit to experience the’
yital aspect of “T will dwell among them? The Shechinah will dwell in each aggl_every/
shgl_ag(l beis medrash,

. @ In light of this explanation we can understand how vital it is to make sure that our

sacred yeshivos and batei medrash be insulated from outside influences and that they
remain bastions of holiness that are used exclusively for Torah study and prayer. In
this way—and only in this way—the Shechinah will dwell in these edifices, and those

who learn in these institutions will succeed in becoming another link in the tradition

of Torah study. Then, when the third Beis Hamikdash is built, the sanctity
veshivos will be incorporated into that glorious, eternal edifice.

of these

3o
& &

i Do S
4. 'This concept is found in the Zohar (Parshas Naso, p. 126a): “Make a sanctuary (mikdash) ¢:-
Me"—every synagogue in the world is called “mikdash? The Sefer Ramasayim Tzofim (#5) cites the S;~
(Bamidbar #92), stating that, “Wherever the Torah uses the term liy it refers to something that e«

— - N

with joy as fully as if he were walking to the Beis Hamikdash that would be built i the

future. The Maharsha (comment to Megillah 29b) explains that this follows Chazai:
teaching that the shuls and batei medrash of today will become part and parcel of th:
Bgis Hamikdash in the future. :

eternally” Now, this term is used regarding the Beis Hamikdash, and yet the Beis Hamikdash no lorzes
exists. However, the synagogues and batei medrash perpetuate the existence of the Beis Hamikdzs
throughout all generations.

" 5. Chazal statei(shemos Rabbah 2:2): “The same applies to the Shechinah. Even though its permans=

location is in the Beis Hamikdash and it has never left that site, it sends its "rays’ out to all the sk_.

= and batei medrash [in the world], as long as they are constructed and utilized in a manner deserviny -

/
B
1)

|
v

of the Shechinah’s Presence. To ensure this, the shul should be constructed 51_1ch that its windo.ws :
the site of the Beis Hamikdash. Also, the people using the shul must daw{en with full coxlmcentranon i
wholeheartedly. They must be anxious to come to the shul, and while inside they must display great 1z

for Hashem?”

[332] DORASH DOVID
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"“ UR SAGES TELL US THAT THERE IS A CELESTIAL BEIS

il HaMikdash in Heaven, directly above the physical Beis
e’ HaMikdash here on earth.26¢ When the Beis HaMikdash on
garth was destroyed, the Beis HaMikdash in Heaven was destroyed
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along with it. Over the course of the generations,.the Heavenly Beis

" HaMikdash is slowly being rebuilt, brick by brick; by the Torah and

m itzvos of Bnei Yisrael. When it is at last complete, it will finally be
revealed, and descend as a fiery edifice.?*” Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz

writes as follows:
07V 133 173 2113 ARIK 1A

21 — “Rebuild it (Yerushalayim) soon
and in our days, as a permanent structure.”**® In Hebrew, the prefix
of the letter “2” can mean either “in” or “with.” Therefore, we can

_interpret this prayer to mean “Rebuild it with our days.” Hashem °
{’ rebuilds the Beis HaMikdash out of the days of Bnei Yisrael. With '

( gach day that a Jew serves Hashem, he furthers the construction of -
. Yerushalayim and the Beis HaMikdash. Some build an entire row of ”
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To a certain extent, a Jewish home is even holier than a shul,
1s the Kedushas Levi writes. In,_shuls, we perform Rabbinic comn.
nandments, such as communal prayer, while in the home we
serform Torah commandments such as mezuzah and hachnassas
archim (welcoming guests). ’ :

Perhaps-this is the meaning of the pasuk Yx 9w 19Wn wn
FIK3 |3 — “And he abandoned the Mishkan in Shilo, the tent
wherein He dwells with man.”*8* Although the Beis HaMikdash has
been destroyed, and the Shechinah no longer dwells in Shilo or
Yerushalayim as it once did, it still dwells among us in our homes,
shuls, and yeshivos, and in the heart of every Jew who dedicates

himself to Hashem’s service, by supporting the pillars of Torah,
Rrayer,’and Kindness.,
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